
Mae 
Mae, now a 6 month old female hound mix, is doing wonderfully despite a difficult 
start in life. She was diagnosed with distemper at the age of 2 months. Distemper is 
a contagious disease caused by a virus that attacks the respiratory, gastrointestinal 
and nervous systems of puppies and dogs, and if often fatal.

Distemper is diagnosed through clinical symptoms and laboratory testing. As there 
is no cure for distemper, treatment is supportive care; maintaining hydration, 
preventing any secondary infections, controlling vomiting and diarrhea and anti-
seizure therapy.

Mae spent several weeks in our isolation ward receiving intensive supportive care. 
She initially had discharge from her nose and eyes and then developed a fever, 
coughing, reduced appetite, vomiting and diarrhea. She even experienced seizures, 
a  sign of neurologic dysfunction.

Unfortunately, Mae is the only survivor of her litter. Mae overcame the odds and is 
now at home with her family, thanks to support from the EMPATH project.

Mae was diagnosed with Distemper when she four months old. The first time she started showing 
symptoms of being ill, we took her over to Mount Laurel Animal Hospital for help. We had such nice 
ladies at the front helping to calm us and many brilliant nurses and doctors doing everything they can to 
help us figure out what was wrong with our puppy. After a few stays at the hospital and a long road, Mae 
was diagnosed with Distemper. We were set up with Dr. Byfield, an internal medicine veterinarian, who 
has been a miracle in our lives. We were told numerous times that Mae was not going to live and that 
puppies CANNOT survive with Distemper and that we should not get attached, but by then we already 
were in love with Mae. Dr. Byfield has been a saving grace by figuring out all the medications that are 
keeping Mae strong and BEAT Distemper. Now Mae is on her way to getting her shots and becoming 
spayed like a normal puppy and has a second chance at life thanks to Mount Laurel Animal Hospital. 
Thank you everyone! 


